The title compound was prepared with the similar procedure to that used for bis(4-maleimidophenyl)methane [1]: An acetone solution (15 ml) of maleic anhydride (2 mmol, 196 mg) and 3,3′-diethyl-4,4′-diaminophenylmethane (1 mmol, 254 mg) was stirred for 1 h, then acetic anhydride (5 ml), anhydrous magnesium acetate (0.2 g) and triethylamine (5 ml) were added. The resultant solution was heated to 353 K and allowed to stand for 1 h. The solution was then cooled to room temperature. On addition of water, shiny yellow crystals were deposited, filtered and washed with water and acetone in turn. Recrystallization was carried out from ethanol; the crystals were dried in a vacuum desiccator over
Source of material
The title compound was prepared with the similar procedure to that used for bis(4-maleimidophenyl)methane [1] : An acetone solution (15 ml) of maleic anhydride (2 mmol, 196 mg) and 3,3′-diethyl-4,4′-diaminophenylmethane (1 mmol, 254 mg) was stirred for 1 h, then acetic anhydride (5 ml), anhydrous magnesium acetate (0.2 g) and triethylamine (5 ml) were added. The resultant solution was heated to 353 K and allowed to stand for 1 h. The solution was then cooled to room temperature. On addition of water, shiny yellow crystals were deposited, filtered and washed with water and acetone in turn. Recrystallization was carried out from ethanol; the crystals were dried in a vacuum desiccator over CaCl2 (yield 79%). All reagents and solvents were used as obtained without further purification. C, H and N elemental analyses were performed on a Perkin-Elmer analyzer. Composition calculated: C, 72.45%; H, 5.35%; N, 6.76%; found: C, 71.98%; H, 5.50%; N, 6.70%.
Experimental details
The H atoms around C(11) and C(12) were positioned geometrically and treated as riding atoms, with U iso(H) = 1.2 Ueq(C). All the other hydrogen atoms were refined isotropically. C(11) and C(12) are disordered, however, we did not try to split them. Large values of R factors were the results of fragile and very poor crystals and a data collection in a quite wide range (2.8°£ q £ 28.3°).
Discussion
Recently we reported the structure of bis(4-maleimidophenyl)-methane [1] . As a subsequent research, we report here the crystal structure diethyl-substituted bis(4-maleimidophenyl)methane. The asymmetric unit of the title complex contains one-half of the molecule, with the other half generated by a crystallographic twofold axis passing through the atom C(13). The bond lengths and angles of the phenylmaleimide moiety are comparable with those observed in the compound we reported previously [1] . The dihedral angle between the substituted phenyl and pyrrole rings is 71.6(2)°, which is much larger than that (52.1(1)°) in the similar bis(4-maleimidophenyl)methane [1] . This is mainly because that ethyl groups in the title compound has larger steric effects. Atoms O(1) and O(2) are coplanar with the pyrrole plane. The end-to-end distance of the molecule is 13.56(2) Å, being close to that (13.54 Å) in bis(4-maleimidophenyl)methane [1] . 
